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notify and alert their constituencies of potential
problems.

The identity of the facilities that report
deaths would remain confidential.

Finally, this bill would not supersede any
voluntary reporting systems or State systems
in place.

It is clear that a central reporting system is
long overdue and needed. The medical com-
munity must develop a greater awareness and
understanding of fatal drug reactions and must
ensure that they are not repeated. The fun-
damental goals and benefits of the Safe Medi-
cations Act are indisputable. I urge my col-
leagues to support this important health care
measure.

f

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ORDINATION OF
FATHER CUNNINGHAM INTO THE
PRIESTHOOD

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 1995

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
celebrate the 40th anniversary of the ordina-
tion of Father William T. Cunningham into the
priesthood, which he will observe this Sunday,
June 25, at the Catholic Church of the Ma-
donna, in Detroit, MI. Father Cunningham has
served as pastor there since 1969.

Father Cunningham is a life-long Detroiter
and has committed his life to social and eco-
nomic justice in Detroit. In 1968, following the
Detroit riots, Father Cunningham founded
Focus: HOPE, a civil and human rights organi-
zation with the goal of resolving the effects of
discrimination and injustice and to build inte-
gration in our riot-torn community. Over the
years, Focus: HOPE grew to develop the
Food Prescription Program, which distributes
USDA commodities to 52,000 low-income
mothers and children each month, and devel-
oped the Food for Seniors Program, which
provides a monthly food supplement to 34,000
elderly poor in the Detroit area.

Under Father Cunningham’s leadership,
Focus: HOPE expanded its scope in the
1980’s to include manufacturing training.
Today three manufacturing technology training
programs function for minority youth and oth-
ers. The latest, and most advanced, is the
Center for Advanced Technologies which
opened 2 years ago. This national demonstra-
tion project offers a 6-year curriculum which
combines structured work experience with ap-
plied engineering study conducted by a con-
sortium of Michigan universities. Graduates
will be engineer/technicians; able to build, op-
erate, maintain, repair, and modify advanced
manufacturing equipment at world-competitive
levels.

Father Cunningham has served on a num-
ber of public service boards including the
State of Michigan’s Task Force on Vandalism
and Violence in the Schools, the State and
city Task Forces on Hunger and Malnutrition,
the State Holiday Commission for Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., the Citizens Commission to Im-
prove Michigan Courts, and many others.

Father Cunningham’s accomplishments
have not gone unnoticed. He has been hon-
ored with many notable awards including the
NAACP’s Ira W. Jayne Memorial Medal, the

Temple Israel Brotherhood Award, the Bishop
Donnelly Alumni Award, the Jefferson Award,
the UCS Executive of the Year Award, the
Jessie Slaton Award of the Detroit Association
of Black Organizations, the National Gov-
ernor’s Association Award, twice, the 1987
Detroit News Michiganian of the Year Award,
the Salvation Army’s William Booth Award, the
Marquette University Alumni Award, and the
University of Michigan 1993 Business Leader-
ship Award and honorary membership in the
Society of Manufacturing Engineers.

Father Cunningham has dedicated his life to
serving others. After 40 years in the priest-
hood and more than 26 at the helm of Focus:
HOPE, Father Cunningham has touched the
lives of thousands. In this day and age, with
our city suffering from decades of neglect, it is
important to recognize the accomplishments of
those who have dedicated themselves to im-
proving the lives of those less fortunate. So I
hope that you will all join me in congratulating
Father Cunningham for his years of hard work
and perseverance. Detroit is a better place to
live because of Father Cunningham’s hard
work and dedication to making Detroit
healthier, stronger, friendlier and more pros-
perous. Father Cunningham is a true hero.
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OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERISM
FROM RIVERSIDE ROTARY CLUB

HON. KEN CALVERT
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 1995

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, one of the
things that makes America truly great is our
spirit of volunteerism—the willingness of citi-
zens from all backgrounds to give of their time
and their efforts to make the community better
in which they live and work. One organization
that has been a shining example of this is the
Riverside Rotary Club. During its 75-year his-
tory, members have worked to make Riverside
a better place for all its residents.

In its recent history, Sherm Babcock was
our Rotary Club president for the 1970–71
year. Sherm started out by going to the inter-
national convention in Atlanta, GA. He also led
a large delegation of Rotarians to the district
assembly the following month.

A significant administrative charge took
place with the new position of sergeant at
arms. Frank Lindeburg, an entertaining char-
acter, was the fine master and made the
change a success. To this day the position of
sergeant at arms is a coveted position in our
club.

Sports were a big transition in Rotary in
Sherm’s year. Some of the activities were: the
club sponsored a team in the UCR baseball
tournament; the club fielded a team in the
service club bowling league; and a number of
golf tournaments were conducted.

The scholarship fund that had been initiated
the prior year by past president John Cote
was enhanced considerably. Today, this schol-
arship fund exceeds $170,000 and numerous
academic scholarships are awarded each year
to deserving high school students.

During the 1970’s, Rotary was led by many
prominent individuals. Jack Williams, president
in 1971–72 led our club in constructing plat-
forms for tents at the Boy Scout camp in
Idylwild—was also instrumental in having our

club donate a wheelchair to the UCR Health
Center.

Ralph Hill, President in 1972–73 kept up the
good work from prior years and added to it by
hosting the United Fund Kickoff luncheon. This
was significant since many of our members
were key contributors to the United Fund.

In 1973–74 Rotary was involved in many
events. Irv Hall led the club this year. Some
different things Rotary became involved in in-
cluded sending scholarships to Cuautia, Mex-
ico, which was a sister city of Riverside. Ro-
tary also contributed to the Ralph Johnson
Memorial at Twin Pines Ranch. The old YMCA
building, known as the Gheel House, had its
interior painted by Rotarians. The club also
enjoyed itself through a trip to the Queen
Mary.

In 1974–75 Jim Davidson, our president,
continued work at Twin Pines Ranch through
the club’s donation for the ranch’s swimming
pool. We also celebrated a joint meeting with
the Soroptomists, a women’s organization
dedicated to community service.

The Mission Inn had been closed for some
time but in 1975–76, Herman Reed’s year as
president, we moved back to the Mission Inn.
Apparently, it was a welcomed return since
the club had been having problems with the
different establishments in which it had been
meeting.

During this 1975–76 year many service
projects were accomplished. Rotary contrib-
uted carpeting and linoleum to the Riverside
County Association for Crippled Children. We
also contributed significantly to the Special
Olympics. As usual, we celebrated our special
meetings for our significant others as well as
our continued sponsorship of the ROTC
awards at Poly High School.

In 1976–77 Bill Williams was our president
and he led the club in starting the ambitious
project of repairing and remodeling the kitchen
portion of the Carriage House which is located
in the Heritage House property. This required
many Rotarians to roll up their sleeves and do
some worthwhile manual labor. The results,
which were realized some years later, were
outstanding and very much appreciated by the
community.

Frank Lindeburg, our president for 1977–78
was active in continuing the Carriage House
project. We also organized an auction which
was tied into the party for a club fundraiser.
Being the UCR athletic director, he organized
a baseball game against the Riverside
Kiwanians. He was also instrumental in de-
signing a program for the fire department’s
emergency program. The club’s budget
seemed to be in good shape because Frank
led the club to invest its surplus funds. And, of
course, the food service at the Mission Inn
came under some criticism. Some things
never change.

In 1978–79, San Landis was club president
and kept the club operating smoothly. The
work at the Carriage House was still going on
and the usual special meetings with our wives
and others brought enjoyment to all.

Ron Drayson, our president in 1979–80,
kept the Carriage House project going. He
was also responsible for sponsoring the 4H
contest which was held at the Agricultural
Park. He redesigned club banners presented
to visiting Rotarians and organized a River-
side-San Bernadino golf match at Arrowhead
Country Club.

The new work project was undertaken under
the presidency of Greg MacDonald in 1980–
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81. Greg being one of our youngest presi-
dents, had a lot of energy and was respon-
sible for starting the work on Agricultural Park.

John Beal, our president in 1981–82, had
an extraordinary year for the club. He was
reponsibile for inviting the then Rotary inter-
national president, Stan McCraffey, to River-
side to speak at the Paul Harris Foundation
Dinner at Raincross Square. This was the only
time in Riverside Rotary’s history that the
international president had visited our commu-
nity.

John also organized the only joint effort ever
held with the Kiwani’s Club of Riverside. The
joint meeting was held to honor members of
the law enforcement community. The speaker
was the then-Attorney General, George
Deukmejian. John also had the club host the
District 4 speech contest along with having
club members man the Salvation Army Kettle.

In 1982–83 Gene LaHusen became presi-
dent and continued the work on the Agricul-
tural Park. Harvey Ostzon, president in 1983–
84, was most responsible for making the Agri-
cultural Park a reality. He led the work parties
to refurbish the park. He also led the club in
organizing an auction which was a major fund-
raiser.

In 1984–85, Frank Gooley was our presi-
dent and promptly faced a problem about
where we would meet since the Mission Inn
was closing down for restoration purposes.
We finally moved to the UCR commons and
then to the Holiday Inn. Frank’s major accom-
plishment was organizing a raffle with the
other Rotary Club’s in the city which raised
$13,500 for the Agricultural Park.

Paul Birgdain, our leader during the 1985–
86 year kept the club moving along in fine
fashion. We finished our work at the Agricul-
tural Park during Paul’s year.

Bill McGuian became our president for the
1986–87 year which became significant in club
history since ours was the first club in the dis-
trict to admit a woman member. Sandra Leer,
a family law practitioner, was sponsored by

Tom Holienhorst and was our first female
member. Bill also saw our meetings moved to
the Sheraton Hotel as the Mission Inn was still
being restored. The Riverside East Club, a
new Rotary club, was nurtured by our club as
well as hosting the GSE team from Australia.
This was the year we established our scholar-
ship committee as a permanent standing com-
mittee.

Lee Lombard, our president in 1987–88,
started the Dinner Theater which became our
principal fundraiser. We also hosted the GSE
team from Denmark. It was in Lee’s year that
the Rotary International committed to eradicat-
ing polio worldwide. Our club successfully con-
tributed to the program under Lee’s leader-
ship.

Palle Gylov became our president in 1988–
89 and vigorously promoted the Dinner Thea-
tre which was a resounding success. Palle
also held up well during his year considering
that our long time executive secretary, Floretta
Pico, retired during his tenure.

In 1989–90 Bob Probizanski, our new presi-
dent, continued the tradition of the Dinner
Theatre. He involved many Rotarians and it
continued to be the highlight of our Rotary
year. He also organized a tour of the jail newly
constructed in downtown Riverside.

Hark Kline, our president in 1990–91, con-
tinued the Dinner Theatre tradition with a new
twist: it became the Mystery Dinner Theatre.
Although a little lengthy, it still raised funds for
our club for the good works we were contribut-
ing to. We also attended a Red Wave baseball
game, a new minor league team, based in
Riverside and playing out of the UCR Sports
Center.

De Armstrong, our president for 1991–92,
continued trying to solve the problem about
where our club should meet. We moved to the
Art Museum during his year. De, being a mu-
sician, did a tremendous job in organizing our
Dinner Theatre, adding a touch of class with
his musical talents.

The highlight of Jim Milam’s year was the
visit of then President Bush to Riverside. Ro-
tary was the host and it was a great success
as many Rotarians from all over the district at-
tended to listen to our President.

During Jim’s Year, Rotary reached out to
our youth by adopting an elementary school in
the downtown area. Bryant School became
the recipient of work projects by Rotarians, of
books donated to the school, and of the pres-
ence of Rotarians at monthly school assem-
blies.

Gary Orso, club president in 1993–94, saw
the club return to the Mission Inn as well as
continuing the Bryant School project. The Din-
ner Theatre tradition continued but was aug-
mented by a silent auction which was respon-
sible for raising a significant sum of money for
our community projects. Of course, our youth
continued to be served by our club through
our contributions to RYLA and our scholarship
program.

Bob Brown became our president in 1994–
95 and had overseen the celebration of the
club’s 75th anniversary. Being recognized by
our District 5330 at numerous district events
has brought price to our club. The Bryant
School project has been expanded to include
tutoring and mentoring to club members. Stu-
dents from Bryant School worked with our club
and the Riverside Downtown Association in
planting a Rotary garden in the downtown
area. Although finances have always been a
problem Bob has led the club through the
toughest of recessionary times and the future
looks very bright.

Indeed, Mr. Speaker, the Riverside Rotary
Club has been an important fixture in the Riv-
erside community. On behalf of the people of
the 43d Congressional District, I wish to ex-
tend my thanks and sincere congratulations
for their exceptional work throughout the com-
munity during their 75-year history.
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